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permit me to marry her. I implored him not to be
swayed by a prejudice that might make him reject
my petition, and begged him to inform himself in
London, in Bath, everywhere, of the character and
conduct of her whom I wished to give him as a
daughter. Yi?j, " of her conduft" I repeated, " and
if you hear that, before the death of her lover she
was ever found wanting in decorum, or, since his
death, has ever suffered the least impertinence,
if you ever hear anything but eulogies or blessings,
I will renounce my dearest hope, the only thing
which causes me to regard life and the preserva-
tion and recovery of my reason, as a benefit/'

This is the answer that I received from my
father.

" You are of age, my son, and can marry with-
out my consent; as to my approval, you can never
have that for the marriage of which you speak,
and, if you contract it, I shall never see you again.
I have not sought for preferment, and you know
that I have let the younger branch of our family
solicit and obtain a title without making the least
effort to procure one for ourselves; but honour is
as dear to me as to any man, and never, with my
consent, shall my honour or that of my family be
impeached, I shudder at the thought of a daugh-
ter-in-law before whom one would not dare to
speak of chastity, to whose children I could not
counsel chastity without causing their mother to
blush. And would you also not blush, when I
exhorted them to prefer honour to their passions,
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